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Filed by the Roman Catholic Mission Station of St. James, before Sur- 
veyor General Tilton, by A. M. A. Blanchet, Bishop of Nisqually, 
and W. H. Farrar, as Counsel and Attorney for said Mission, relat- 
ing to the claim of said Mission to 406 acres af land at Vancouver, 
Washington Territory. 


To ran SURVEYOR GENERAL OF THE TERRITORY OF WASHINGTON: 


Pursuant to notice issued from your office that you would, on the 
23d of April, A. D. 1860, “hear the testimony and examine the 
papers in certain contested land claims near Fort Vancouver, in- 
cluding the Mission claim,” the undersigned, Roman Catholic 
Bishop of Nisqually, hereby gives notice of the claim of the Roman 
Catholic Mission of St. James to six hundred «nd forty acres of 
land in the present county of Clarke, and Territory of Washington, 
and wouldrespectfully submit the following statement of the origin, 
establishment, and progress of said Mission: 

Qn the eight day of June, im the year eighteen hundred and 
thirty-five, the Roman Catholic Bishop of Juliopolis, who was then - 
Vicar General of Red river, acting under the Roman Catholic Bishop 
of Quebee, in Canada, addressed an official communication to all 
the families established on the Willamette river, and other Catholic 
persons beyond the Rocky Mountains, in which he acknowledged 
to have recvived from them two petitions—one dated July 3d, A. D. 
1834, the other February 28d, A. D. 1835, 'that Missionaris be 
sent out to instruct them and their children, and promised to exert 
himself to meet their requirements. Im the same communication 
the Bishop declared his intention to send Missionaries amongst the . 
uumerous Indian tribes inhabiting the country of the petitioners. 

This letter or address was dated at St. Boniface, in the Red river 
settlement, then a portion of the Hudson’s Bay Company’s pos- 
sessions. ; 

The signers of the two applications to the Bishop were “free , 
men,” some, if not all of whom, formerly had been in the service 
of the Hudson’s Bay Company, but having-been discharged by the 
expiration of their stipulated time of service, had settled upon 
lands in that vast country, then known as the Columbia country, 


a 
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or Oregon. At that period, “ Oregon” was within the diocese of 
the Catholic Bishop of Quebec, and thus continued for several years. 
The Hudson's Bay Company then, and long subsequent thereto, 
had trading posts or establishments at different points in the coun- 
try to the west of the Rocky Mountains. The company was 
wealthy, and all powerful throughout “Oregon.” It pdssessed 
almost unlimited influence with the Indian tribes, and whosoever 
it countenanced found great favor with"the Indians. 

About, the year A. D. 1835, the Bishop of Juliopolis made 
application to the Hudson’s Bay Company for passage in the Com- 
pany’s brigade for two Catholic priests trom Canada to Oregon, and 
desired the consent of -the Company to the establishment by these 
priests of a Mission on the Willamette river, in the now State of Ore- 
gon. The passage for thetpriests was secured, but the Company 
would not grant permission for them to found a Mission Station 
south of the Columbia river, and afterwards objections were inter- 
posed to the fulfilment of the promise to allow Catholic missiou- 
aries to enter “ Oregon.” 

On the 18th of October, A. D. 1837, the Bishop of Juliopolis 
again applied to the Hudson’s Bay Company for the privilege to 
send, and passage for two priests to the Columbia river region. 
On the 17th of February, A. D. 1888, the present Sir George 
Simpson, in behalf of the Hudson’s Bay Company, addressed to 
the Catholic Bishop of Quebee a letter, intimating that a passage 
to Oregon would be afforded to two priests, and that on their arrival 
at Fort Vancouver, measures would be taken by the company’s rep- 
resentatives there to facilitate the establishing the Mission, and the 
carrying into effect the objects thereof generally. 

In consequence of such permission, the Catholic Bishop of Que- 
bee, in the spring of A. D. 1888, designated and sent two Catholic 
priests, the Rev. F. N. Blanchet, now Archbishop of Oregon City, 
and the Rev. Modeste Demers, now Bishop of Vancouver's Island, 
“to that part of the diocese of Quebec which is situated between 
the Pacific ovean and the Rocky Mountains’ These priests 
received from the Bishop of Quebec instructions to consider as the 
first object of their Mission the drawing out fron: barbarity and 
disorder the Indian or savage nations of the country to. which 
they were commissioned. At the same time the Rev. Mr. Blanchet 
was appointed Vicar General of Oregon. 

On the 24th of November, A. D. eighteen hundred and thirty- 
eight, Rev. Messrs. Blanchet and Demers arrived at Fort Vancou- 
ver, and immediately entered upon the labors for which they had 
been deputed. Such was the inception of the Mission Station at 
‘Vancouver. 

It was intended by the Bishop of Quebec, that the first Catholic 
Mission Station in Oregon, should be established on the Cowlitz 
river, but after their arrival in the country, the Vicar General, Rev. 
Mr. Blanchet, deemed it expedient to commence operations by the 
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establishment of the first Station at Vancouver, and this was done. 
From the date of the arrival at Vancouver, November 24th, 1838, 
Mr. Blanchet there remained until, January next ensuing, while 
Rev. Father Demers continuously prosecuted his missionary duties 
at the same Station until in April, A. D. 1839. 

From the 28rd of April, A. D. 1839, to sometime in the year 
A. D. 1844, Rev. Father Demers came several times each year from 
other fields of labor to attend the Mission Station at Vanconver. 

In January, A. D. 1839, Rev. Mr. Blanchet, the Vicar General, 
visit edthe Wallamet, or Willamette, in the now State of Oregon, and 
in the autumn of that year established the Mission of St. Paul in 
the Willamette. In April or May of the sume season, he founded 
a Mission Station on the Cowlitz, occasionally visiting and fulfilling 
the duties of Missionary priest at the Vancouver Station, aud this 
he continued until the fall of A. D. 1842, when two other Catholic 
priests arrived in “Oregon.” These were the Rev. Messrs. Lang- 
lois and Bolduc, who came via Cape Horn and the Sandwich islands, 
instead of across the Continent, the Hudson’s Bay Company having 
in some parts of the years A. D. 1841 and 1842, evinced a decided 
unwillingness for an increase of Catholic Missionaries and Mission 
Stations to the westward of the Stony or Rocky Mountains. 

On the 15th of April, 1841, Sir George Simpson, of the Hudson’s 
Bay Company, communicated to the Bishop of Quebec that he 
should soon pay a visit to “ Oregon,” and should report to the Hud- 
son’s Bay Company upon the conditions and beneficial effects of 
the presence of Catholic Priestsin that country, and the establishment 
of Mission Stations therein; and after making said visit the said Sir 
George Simpson did report to the company favorably to the Catholic 
Mission in Oregon, since when, and until after the passage of the 
act of Congress, approved August 14th, 1848, establishing the Terri- 
torial Government of Oregon, the Hudson’s Bay Company in dif- 
ferent ways manifested an interest in the prosperity of the Catholie 
Missionary enterprise in Oregon. As a result of the visit and ob- 
servation of Sir Géorge Simpson to the country, Dr. John Me- 
Laughlin, the chief officer of the Hndson’s Bay Company in Oregon, 
notified Rev. Mr. Blanchet, the Vicar General, that he had been 
instructed to place “one hundred pounds sterling to the credit of 
the Oregon Catholic Mission, as an acknowledgment of the emi- 
nent services he and his colleague (Rev. Mr. Demers) are rendering 
the people of this part of the country.” This amount was allowed 
by the Hudson’s Bay Company for several years thereafter, and the 
same was accounted for to the former Vicar General, the present 
Archbishop of Oregon City, Rev. Mr. Blanchet. This said sum of 
one hundred pounds per annum was not allowed, credited, or paid 
by reason of any contract or agreement with the Hudson’s Bay 
Company and the Missionaries or any of them, but was given and 
received as a gift or subscription for the support of the Catholic 
Mission in Oregon. a 
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Soon after the advent of the two new priests in A, D. 1842, as 
hereinbefore stated, Rev. Mr. Blanchet assumed the discharge of 
the Missionary duties of the Mission Station at Vancouver, and de- 
voted the major part of his time to the same until the latter part of 
July, A. D. 1844, wheú Rev. Mr. Demers replaced him, who con- 
tinued in charge until the 19th of September following. 

From the last mentioned date until the close of June, A. D. 1845, 
Rev. P. J. Nobili, 8. J., was continuously in charge of the Mission 
Station. Father Nobili was relieved by Rev. Father Devos, who 
performed the obligations attached to the position until some time 
in May, A. D., 1847; and from thence forward the same were ad- 
ministered by Rev. Messrs Joset and Demers, to the appointment 
in October, A. D. 1847, of Rev. Father Delevaud, who. remained 
in charge of the Mission Station until sneceeded therein by Rev. 
J. B. A. Brouillet in November, A. D. 1850, who since then until 
the present has been the Missionary priest of the said Mission of 
St. James. At the time Rev. Mr. Brouillet entered upon the per- 
formance of the duties of Missionary as aforesaid of this Station, 
the undersigned, then, since and now the Catholic Bishop of Nis- 
qually, made his residence at said Mission, and has there since con- 
tinued to have his residence in the discharge of his functions as Bishop 
of said diocese. At different dates and for various periods of time, 
others of the Catholic priests occasionally have ministered at this 
Mission Station, among whom were Rev. Fathers De Smet and Ac- 
colti, the Rev. Messrs. Rossi, McCormick, Quinn, King, Bayard, 
Mesplie, Rousseau and Lebas. 

From the establishment of the Mission Station until the 31st of 
May, A. D. 1846, religious services were generally conducted in a 
small building within the pickets of the Hudson’s Bay Company 
at Fort Vancouver. Some timeabout the year 1843 or’4the Hudson's 
Bay Company or some of its officers commenced the construction of 
a small church edifice for the Mission, which was solemnly blessed 
and dedicated to the service and worship of the Roman Catholic 
Church on the 31st day of May.-A. D. 1846, by Rev. Father Devos, 
who was the priest at that time in charge of the Station. The dedi- 
cation was “under the auspices of the holy name of Mary and the 
patronage of the Apostle St. James the Greater.” From ‘this the 
Mission Station derived its name or title of “the Mission of St. 
James,” by which it has since been known. At this dedication 
James Douglas, then Chief Factor and officer of the Hndson’s Bay 
Company at Vaucouver, was present, and himself signed his name 
as one of the witnesses to the dedication of the church edifice to the 
uses and service of the Catholic Church. Since said dedication the 
Mission has continuously and undisputedly, and still does continue 
to occupy said church edifice. The Mission Station of St. James 
was in actual existence on the 14th day of August, A. D. 1848, 
and on that day the sacrament of marriage was administered in the 
church by a priest of the Catholic Church. 
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At the expense of the Mission, the church edifice was repaired - 
and improved in the years A. D. 1851, 1852, and 1854, and in the 

ear 1856 it was extended and enlarged. 

Within the enclosures of the present establishment is a boarding 
and day school for boys, also a boarding and day school for girls, . 
under the management of Sisters of Charity, an Orphan Asylum, 
and a hospital for the reception and relief of the sick and unfor- 
- tunate. 

This Mission Station was established in the country of the Kli- 
katat tribe of Indians. At the time of its foundation and for long 
afterwards this place was the resort of Indians belonging to other 
tribes, attracted here by Fort Vancouver, being west of the Rocky 
Mountains, the headquarters of the Hudson’s Bay Company. 

Numerous Indians and half-breeds have been attended and in- 
structed at this Mission Station. Many Indians have been baptized, 
confirmed, married, aud received christian burial according to the 
rites of the Catholic Church. Prior to the 14th of August, 1848, 
* more than four hundred Indians had received the rite of baptism at 

this Station. | : i 

The Mission was established and has been sustained by moneys 
and assistance contributed by the Bishop of Quebec, the Bishops of 
Juliopolis or Red river, the society for the Propagation of the Faith 
at Quebec, by voluntary subscriptions and contributions, by tithes 
paid by Catholic settlers in Oregon, and by an annual gratuity or 
contribution of £100 from the Hudson’s Bay Company, which last 
mentioned item was paid to the Oregon Mission, and has been ever 
accounted for to the Rev. Mr. Blanchet, now Archbishop of Oregon. ` 

Since the autumn of the year 1844, the Rev. F. N. Blanchet has 
not been stationed at this Mission Station. In the year 1846 he 
was made Archbishop of Oregon City, and his diocese did not in- 
clude any portion of Oregon to the north of the Columbia river, 
although a part thereof was “attached to his.diocese”’ until the un- 
dersigned, A. M. A. Blanchet, wasappointed Bishop of Nisqually in 
the year A. D. 1850,’since when the Mission of St. James has been 
and now is within his jurisdiction as said Bishop. 

The undersigned bases the claim of the Mission of St. James to 
‘six hundred and forty acres of land, upon the second proviso of the 
first section of the act of Congress establishing the Territorial 
Government of Oregon, approved August 14, 1848, and claims 
that said land is, and shall be bounded and described as per the 
survey thereof, made by Van Vleet, adeputy United States surveyor, 
and now on file in your office. 

A. M. A. Eo. 
; Bishop of Nisqually. 

W. H. FARRAR, Attorney. i , 
Vancouver, W. T., May, 1860. 
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requires time. I will make it my business in a.journey which I 


am going to make this year in Cabada and in Europe. If I suc- ` 


ceed in my efforts, I will soon send you some help. 

My intention is not to procure the knowledge of Gad to you and 
your children only, but also to the numerous- Indian tribes among 
which you, live. I exhort you meanwhile to deserve by a good 
behavior that God may bless my undertaking. Raise your chil- 
dren the best way youcan. Teach them what you know of religion. 
But remember, my dear brethren, that the proper means of pro- 
curing to your children and your wives some notion of God and of 
the religion which you profess is to give them good example by a 
life moderate and exempt from the great disorders which exist 
among many of the christians beyond the mountains. What idea 
do you give of God and of the holy religion you profess to the 
Indians, especially, who see in you, who are calling yourselves the 
servants of that great God, disorders which equal and perhaps sur- 
pass their own? You thereby prejudice them against a ‘holy reli- 
gion which you violate. When thissame religion, which condemns 
all crime, shall be preached to them, the Indians will object the 
wicked conduct of those who profess it as a pretext not to embrace 
it. On receiving this letter which apprizes you that probably you 
will soon receive the priests whom you seem to call for earnestly, 
renounce then at once sin; begin to livea life more conformable 


to your belief, in order that, when the Missionaries will arrive ` 


among you, they will find you disposed to avail yourselves of the in- 
structions and other religious assistance which they shall bring 
you. I wish God may touch your hearts and change them. My 
greatest consolation would be to learn hereafter that as soon as this 
letter was read to you, you began to pay a little more attention to 
the great affair of your salvation. 

Given at St. Bonifacius of Red river, on the 8th day of June ,1885. 

{ J. N., Bishop of Fuliopolis. 


B. 


Instructions for Messrs. Francis Norbert Blanchet and Modeste De- 
mers, appointed Missionaries for that part of the Diocese of Quebec 
which is situated between the Pacific ocean and the Rocky Mountains. 


ist. They must consider as the first object of their Mission to 
withdraw from barbarity and the disorders which it produces, the 
Indian nations seattered in that country. 

2nd. Their second object is, to tender their services to the wicked 
christians who have adopted there the morals of Indians, and live 
in licenciousness and the forgetfulness of their duties. 


oa 


